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Revision of Fundamental Law of Education

A government advisory panel on education / has compiled draft
amendments / to the Fundamental Law of Education / that call for
nurturing children's patriotism, morals / and respect for Japanese
culture, / according to sources familiar with the panel's discussions. //

The draft is to review the current 1947 "education constitution," /

which emphasizes individual self-esteem / and independence of
children. //

The draft says / Japan's education should aim / to foster "tough"
Japanese. // It also calls for a new basic education law / that would
address the importance / of education at home, lifetime education, /
and social volunteer work, / according to the sources. //

The draft does not say anything / about changing the law's
preamble, / which sets out the Constitution's anti-war stance, / or
anything about reviewing Japan's ban / on religious education in public
schools. // The panel has not reached a consensus, / the sources said. //
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