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Feeling The Heat

Have you ever noticed that during the summer it often seems
hotter in big cities than in the countryside? Research has shown that
on warm days, the air in some cities can be 3° to 4°C hotter than in
the surrounding areas. Scientists call thisgphenomenon the
"heat-island effect." This extra heat can be a (/1 ) because it traps
air pollution within the city. Moreover, # :opledend to use air
conditioning more, which both wastes energy Wi furts’r heats the
air.

Trees and plants lower temperatiges by providing shade and
cooling the air. However, in citieggmherd therglis little vegetation,
this happens ( 2 ). Instead.#ne bi ldingpd sidewalks, and roads
absorb most of the sun's heat.\this{ cat continues to warm the air
even at night.

Los Angeles is one exarn wipof iy a city has been transformed
mto an urban heat igland o\ er “sme. In the summer of 1934, when
Los Angeles still hoa™“@gany, fruit farms, the highest recorded
temperature was 36°C."\s thelity grew and vegetation was ( 3 )
by buildings ari i t8@gds, terperatures rose, often reaching more than
40°C by the 1090s¢ 1% level of smog grew with these higher
tempergfi®s. Tc 4y the increased use of air conditioning in Los
Angell s costsgmbou \$100 million per year.

( Zyggfcitie; can take steps to reduce the temperature.
Researchers rgf ommend covering roads and the outsides of buildings
with materiais that absorb less heat. Planting more trees would also
be helpful. Using computer models, researchers have predicted that
cooling Los Angeles by about 3°C would greatly improve air quality
by reducing smog levels. In addition, the ( 5 ) in the use of air
conditioning would lead to large savings in energy.

(1) 1 choice 2 purpose 3 problem 4 relief

(2) 1 still 2 less 3 often 4 again

(3) 1 restored 2 delayed 3 denied 4 replaced
(4) 1 Additionally 2 Fortunately 3 Personally 4 Exactly
(5) 1 necessity 2 difficulty 3 cost 4 decrease



