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Ozone layer’s depletion

U.S. government scientists said / this year's ozone hole over the
Antarctica / is the largest ever observed. //

Increased amounts of the sun's ultraviolet radiation / that
reaches the planet's surface because of ozone loss / have the
potential to increase / rates of skin cancer and cataracts in humans, /
harm some agricultural crops / and interfere with marine life. //

Since the early 1980s, / scientists have gauged the hole / by
using satellite instruments and weather balloons. //
(69 words)

Japan’s 1st Mars probe

Japan launched its first Mars probe early Saturday / on
a mission to investigate / the atmosphere of the planet / and its
interaction with solar winds. //

A large solid fuel M-5 rocket / carrying the Planet-B
spacecraft, / which was later named Nozomi (Hope), / lifted off
from the Kagoshima Space Center at 3:12 a.m. //

The Education Ministry's Institute of Space and Astronautical
Science reported / that Nozomi detached from the M-5 rocket / and
was placed into Earth's orbit. //

According to Koichiro Tsuruta, / a professor at the Institute, /
the probe to Mars has completed / only 30 percent of the entire
exploration mission. / "We have a long way to go. // There are
many hurdles to overcome," / he said. //

(111 words)
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